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SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS: 
SOUTH AMERICA’S ROLE IN ENSURING 
GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY AND 
COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE

FOOD SECURITY IS ONE OF THE GREATEST CHALLENGES 
confronting humanity this century. According 

to the United Nations, by 2050 the global population is 
projected to reach almost 10 billion individuals. This 
population growth will require an increased demand 
for nutritious food, sourced from sustainable food 
 systems. Hence, food security is not merely about 
meeting present needs but also about ensuring the long-
term resilience of agricultural systems. Evidence of this 
is that food companies are increasingly leaning on 
 regenerative agriculture. According to BloombergNEF, 
the area  allocated to regenerative agriculture can reach 
up to 800,000 hectares per company, totaling up to 
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$16  million of investment. Thus, companies that provide 
the world with agricultural commodities have a crucial 
role to play in supporting their supply chains, as they 
 transform towards resilient, sustainable and efficient 
productive systems.

Animal protein has an essential role in food  security 
and providing nutritious diets to people around the 
world.1 It is estimated that demand for meat in Asia 
will reach 221 million tonnes by 2050, representing 
an increase of 77% compared to 2010.2 South America 
holds significant potential for sustainable livestock 
 production. The region benefits from abundant rainfall, 
which reduces the need for irrigation and conserves 
water resources; and pasture-raised cattle are supported 
by natural grazing systems, reducing the negative 
 environmental impacts of livestock farming.

An example of a sustainable tropical productive 
system is the integration of livestock, crops and 
 forests within the same area. These systems involve 
rotating components within the same area bringing 
mutual  benefits. For instance, trees provide shade and 
 windbreaks for livestock, improving animal  welfare 
and productivity. In return, livestock contribute 
 manure, which enhances soil fertility for crops and 
trees.  Additionally, the rotation of crops and pastures 
breaks pest and disease cycles and adds nutrients 
to soil, further benefiting each component of the 
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FUTURE INVESTMENT INITIATIVE (FII) INSTITUTE IS 
a global non-profit foundation with an investment 

arm and one agenda: Impact on Humanity. Global, 
 inclusive, and driven by data, we foster great minds from 
around the world and turn ideas into tangible solutions 
and actions in four critical areas: Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Robotics, Education, Healthcare and 
 Sustainability. We are in the right place at the right time, 
when decision-makers, investors and an engaged 
 generation of youth come together in aspiration, 
 energized and ready for change. 

We harness that energy into three pillars: THINK, 
XCHANGE, ACT. Our THINK pillar empowers the world’s 
brightest minds to identify technological solutions to the 
most pressing issues facing humanity. Our XCHANGE 
pillar builds inclusive platforms for international 
 dialogue, knowledge-sharing and partnership. Our ACT 
pillar curates and invests directly in the technologies of 
the future to secure sustainable real-world solutions. 
Join us to own, cocreate and actualize a brighter, more 
sustainable future for humanity. ←
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THINK 
think@fii-institute.org
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