
                | GREEN SUSTAINABILITY WILL NOT BE
ENOUGH TO MAKE THE WORLD LIVEABLE

We must address the urgent reality of climate change 

and its dire consequences in 2050. If humanity does 

not achieve carbon neutrality, one-third of humanity will 

be living in too hot and inundated areas by then. 

Therefore, reaching carbon neutrality in 2050 is a goal and 

a necessity. Significant investments will be required to 
drastically reduce the use of fossil fuels and substantially 
increase carbon capture. This transition is crucial for our 
future and should be a top priority for all of us.

SCALING UP INVESTMENTS FOR

SUSTAINABLE TRANSITION

         According to a UN High-Level Climate Action Champions 
report, confirmed by many other sources, the total world 
investment needed for this transition is around 130 trillion 
dollars, requiring an annual investment of 3500 billion 
dollars, representing 1.3% of the world’s GDP. The 
investment will be allocated roughly as follows: 50% for 
green electricity distribution networks and energy storage, 
15% for renovating housing and heating, 5% for 
decarbonizing industry, and 10% for green mobility, 
including planes, shipping, and battery infrastructure. 
Additionally, 4% for carbon capture, 2% for hydrogen, 2% for 
low emissions fuels, and 5% for agriculture, forestry, and 
other land use.

         The total investment in the transition is only one-third 
of what is needed. To keep up, we must double the 
investment before 2035 and quadruple it before 2040. These 
investments can be financed 70% by private finance, with 
nearly half funded directly through corporate balance 

sheets. They could also be economically sound, with 70%- 
80% of technologies estimated to have higher Net Present 
Value than high-carbon alternatives by 2030.

        The majority of these investments must be located in 

Asia Pacific (43%), North America (18%), Africa (5%), Central
and South America (5%), the Middle East (4%), and Eurasia (3%). 
 

CRITICAL INVESTMENTS FOR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS

    However, reaching carbon neutrality isn't the only 

investment needed. We also need the next generation to be 
healthy, well-educated, and have access to healthy food. To 

reach that, enormous investments are badly needed in 

urban, health, education, and social support infrastructure 
in countries with booming populations, as well as financing 
for pensions in countries with aging populations. They will 
represent, as a whole, another 3,500 billion dollars per year. 

        Suppose we don't make these investments as we do 
those needed to preserve the climate. In that case, billions of 

illiterate, hungry, and unhealthy people will try to survive in 

a world with a livable climate. This is not a promising future. 

         Therefore, we must make a clear distinction between 
the sectors that are useful for the future ( such as sustainable 
energy, health, education, sustainable agriculture, healthy 
food, water, carbon capture, recycling, defense, and security ) 
which form the "economy of life," and those that form the 

"economy of death," such as fossil fuels, artificial sugar, 
nitrogens,  and all related industries. 

       Today, the "economy of death" represents more than 

50% of global GDP, and this is roughly the same in all 
countries. 

      Our aim should be to transition, before 2030, to a world 
economy where the economy of life accounts for more 

than two-thirds of the total, which will mean shifting 
around 4% of the world GDP every year towards the 
economy of life sectors.  That is not impossible. That 

requests vision and planning.

         This is a formidable challenge but also a huge opportunity.

Nations that lead the way in this transition will lead the 
world in 2050. 
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Dr. Jacques Attali, President of Attali Associates, writer, futurologist President of Positiv - has been a Professor of economics 
in many French universities, he was the Special Adviser to French President François Mitterrand during 10 years (1981 1991).
He founded 4 International Institutions: Action contre la faim (1980), Eureka (1984), EBRD and Positiv (1994).
He founded (in 1994) and chairs Attali Associates a large consulting firm, advising mainly governments and CEOs of 

large corporation. In particular, he was at the inception of many urban projects of international size such as the new 
project of Al Ula ( KSA).

Positiv (and the other entities of Positiv) has been promoting the positive economy and supporting the creation of positive 
around the world for 22 years. It has supported more than 11 million micro- entrepreneurs.

His main fields of research, writing and consulting are the different dimensions of the future: environment, 
technologies, city planning, economy, ideologies, geopolitics, values.

He has written more than 85 books and novels, sold 10 million copies and translated in 22 languages.
He is columnist for the French magazine, les Echos and for the Japanese news agency Nikkei.
He conducts symphonic orchestras over the world. (Paris, London, Jerusalem, Shanghai, Astana, Montreal, 
Lausanne, Brussels, Helsinki, etc.).
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FUTURE INVESTMENT INITIATIVE (FII) INSTITUTE IS 

a global non-profit foundation with an investment 

arm and one agenda: Impact on Humanity. Global, in-

clusive, and driven by data, we foster great minds from 

around the world and turn ideas into tangible solutions 

and actions in four critical areas: Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) and Robotics, Education, Healthcare and Sustain-

ability. We are in the right place at the right time: when 

decision-makers, investors and an engaged generation 

of youth come together in aspiration, energized and ready 

for change. 

We harness that energy into three pillars: THINK, 

XCHANGE, ACT. Our THINK pillar empowers the world’s 

brightest minds to identify technological solutions to the 

most pressing issues facing humanity. Our XCHANGE 

pillar builds inclusive platforms for international 
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pillar curates and invests directly in the technologies of 

the future to secure sustainable real-world solutions. 

Join us to own, cocreate and actualize a brighter, more 

sustainable future for humanity. ←

ABOUT  
FII INSTITUTE


